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Focus is on fun in the
town of many faces

Vis

Cycling is a popular pastime in Bunbury.

Pictures: Johanna Castro

Bunbury is an enigma. It can’t
decide whether it’s a city or a
port, or a holiday destination.
Finding focus appears tricky for
this friendly town.
My anticipation of WA’s
third-biggest city was of a
staging post between Perth and
Margaret River, somewhere to
refuel then drive through, but
how wrong I was.
Bunbury is diverse, with
attractions and activities all
within easy reach of each other.
Those who toil in Bunbury city
are able to jog to the waves for a
cool-down at lunchtime and still
be back at work before the boss
goes bonkers, while numerous
pubs and clubs, along with a
burgeoning cultural and
entertainment centre on
Victoria Street, cater for
night-time activities.
Less than two hours south of
Perth and known as the City of
Three Waters, Bunbury is

situated on a peninsula
surrounded by the surf of the
Indian Ocean, the calm waters
of Koombana Bay and the
shallow waters of the
Leschenault Estuary.
Due in part to the fact that
Bunbury has a working port, the
cruise ship industry has already
claimed it as an interesting stop.
Jon Birch, chairman of the
Bunbury Cruise Ship
Committee, says that around 10
big liners visit each year,
including vessels like the
enormous Dawn Princess and
The World.
“Not only is it seen as a
quality destination, but also as a

pathway to the adventures of the
South West, and we hear regular
comments from passengers who
say Bunbury gives a friendly
reception and has the best
shopping precincts in
Australia,” he says.
Having just walked along
Victoria Street, I’m not
surprised when Mr Birch
qualifies his statement with:
“The best precincts . . . with
regard to affordability, range of
products, services, friendliness
and, importantly, accessibility.”
Just across the bay from
where the ships dock is the
Dolphin Discovery Centre.
“Quick, over here! The seahorse

Relax with a morning coffee on the waterfront.

for your best stays
visit...
in

Go online & enjoy our
Best Available Rates at www.mirvachotels.com
tels.com
ion
Quay West Resort Bunker Bay 5-star, beachfront resort, Margaret River region
The Sebel Residence East Perth Chic waterfront guestrooms & apartments
The Sebel Mandurah Stylish apartments, estuary vistas, brilliantly located
Citigate Perth Contemporary CBD guestrooms & suites, superb service
managed by Mirvac Hotels & Resorts
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